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By Philip Hughes

Australia’s Religious and Non-Religious Profiles: Analysis of the 2021 Census Data

The Australian Census provides us with a very detailed picture of religious identity. In the tables of data that are publicly available, 150 religious groups are identified. Details of the gender, age, birthplace, education, languages spoken, and a host of other information is available for all the people who identify with each of these groups. Information is also available about where these people live withing Australia, down to small sections of suburbs and tiny rural towns. This detailed data provides us with the basis for analysing in depth what is happening to religion in Australia at a level not available anywhere else in the world.

Philip Hughes is professor at Alphacrucis University College, and an honorary Research Fellow at the University of Divinity, the National Pastoral Research Centre and the Christian Research Association. For 31 years, he was the senior research officer with the Christian Research Association. He is ordained in the Uniting Church in Australia.
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			We are not required to provide a refund or replacement if you change your mind. But you can choose a refund or exchange if an item has a major problem. This is when the item:

	Has a problem that would have stopped someone from buying the item if they had known about it
	Is unsafe
	Is significantly different from the sample or description, or
	Doesn’t do what we said it would or what you asked for and can’t be easily fixed.


Alternatively, you can choose to keep the item and we will compensate you for any drop in value. If the problem is not major, we will repair the item within a reasonable time. If it is not repaired in a reasonable time, you can choose a refund or replacement. Please keep your proof of purchase – for example, your receipt.
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